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political implications of a religion are never insignificant, but
their interpretation always depended on the specific historical
traditions and aspirations of a nation. The rise of modern his-
toricism increased attention to the importance of religion for
national traditions. The development of nationalism, moreover,
gave vogue to the idea that religion was an outcome of the racial
soul of the nation. This thesis, however, is incompatible with
history. Every great religion has brought forth such different
concepts, ranging between the opposite poles of unity and plur-
ality of the Divine, transcendence and immanence of God, free
will and predestination, mystical self-effacement and magical self-
assertion and so on, that it can never be interpreted as the
expression of necessarily restricted racial dispositions. Neither
can it be proved that certain concepts were favoured by specific
races. The correlation of religious ideas with the national char-
acter in the sense of historic traditions, however, is more in accord
with the facts. Every religion has to a certain degree been shaped
by national experiences and aspirations, and has also moulded
them. On the other hand every nation has seen its religious
ideals in the light of its traditions and through the spectacles of
its temperament.1 It has already been pointed out that the
Greek Church and the Roman Church have had a very different
influence on the national character. The same holds true of the
different creeds which existed after the Reformation. Most great
peoples of Europe had just entered on a period of special spiritual
and social plasticity and growth when the Reformation set in,
and this explains why the traditions formed in those days have
still a great hold on the mind of nations, even where religion itself
has lost much of its power. We must restrict ourselves here to a
few illustrations of the influence which some religions have had
on social and political ideas, and on philosophy.2
13. THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM AND ITS INFLUENCE ON NATIONAL
CHARACTER IN ENGLAND, FRANCE AND GERMANY
The Church in the Middle Ages developed numerous systems
of thought, comprised under the name of Scholasticism, in which
1  " Every age, every nation has shown a pathetic eagerness to trace in Him the
lineaments of its own ideal. ...   Is it disrespectful to say that the Christ of Renan is a
Frenchman, the Christ of Seeley's Ecce Homo an Englishman, the Christ of some
recent German biographers a German of the new type ? "   W. R. Inge, Personal
Idealism and Mysticism, 1907, p. 89.    The various concepts of Jesus' personality against
the background of the times are surveyed in Gustav Pfannmuller, Jtsus im Urteit der
Jahrkunderte> 1908.
2 The social spirit of the Churches has been  described by Ernst Troeltsch,
Die Soziallehren der christiichzn Kircken und Sekten, 1912.